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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

In California, the northern pocket gopher occurs from Mono Co. north into Alpine, eastern
Sierra, eastern Plumas, Lassen, Modoc, and eastern Siskiyou cos. Abundant in juniper
habitats with herbaceous understories, and in annual grassland, perennial grassland, wet
meadow, cropland, and montane riparian habitats. Common in open stands of a variety of
wooded and brushy habitats.

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Feeds on stems, leaves, and roots of forbs and grasses. The summer diet in
Colorado was 90% forbs, of which 75% was stems and leaves and 25% was roots. Some
important plants include aspen, fleabane, lupine, gilia, dandelion, cinquefoil, and yarrow (Ward
and Keith 1962). Food is stored extensively in underground chambers.

Cover: Burrows in friable soils. Horizontal feeding tunnels usually lie within a few inches
of the surface, and lead to lateral tunnels, which terminate at surface mounds (Miller 1964).
Most burrowing activity occurs in spring, either in response to moist soil conditions, changes
in feeding habits, or reproductive cycles.

Reproduction: A nest of dried vegetation is constructed in an underground nest chamber.

Water: Meets water needs with succulent vegetation.

Pattern:  Deep friable soils with moderate cover of grasses and forbs are preferred.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns:  Active yearlong. Active throughout the day, but emerges from burrows
mainly at night.

Seasonal Movements/Migration:  None reported.

Home Range: No data found.

Territory:  Territory size and home range roughly equivalent. Adult males are aggressively
solitary, but juveniles, females, and males probably share burrow systems during the
reproductive season. In Colorado, the average distance to nearest neighbor was 15.8 m (52
ft) (Hansen and Remmenga 1961, Vaughan and Hansen 1964, Hansen and Beck 1968).

Reproduction:  Breeds from mid-March to mid-June or July, depending on the area.
Gestation period about 28 days (Scheffer 1938). Average litter size varies from 3-6 (Hansen



1960). Usually 1 litter per yr, although in agricultural fields gophers may breed year-round.
Breeding probably occurs in the first spring following weaning (Hansen 1960).

Niche: Likely predators include owls, hawks, predatory mammals, and snakes. T. bottae is
its closest competitor. T. talpoides has a broader niche in comparison to the more restricted
T. bottae (Miller 1964). Burrowing activities aid in mixing of soils and percolation of water.
Heavy grazing may reduce numbers.
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